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(Adapted by Author from Green Blue 
Urban, 2021)

SECTIONS

NORTHAMPTON GREEN VEINING 
RESTORING DEGRADED URBAN ECOSYSTEMS THROUGH GREEN VEINING 
The design for Northampton Town Centre should incorporate 
related theories regarding restimulating town centres for 
future commercial prosperity. It is preferred that the town 
centre becomes a national leader in biophilic urban centre 
design, the work should use ecosystem restoration to create 
a ‘greener’ and more sustainable town centre.

Government

PLANNING 
DEMOCRATIC 
LANDSCAPES

BASE UNIT

Public

Socio-economic 
needs, requirements, 

objectives and values

‘Citizens often lack the support or negotiation power 
to engage in or sustain parts of these complex design 

processes. Therefore the “capabilities” of these citizens to 
collectively visualize, reflect, and act in these processes 

need to be strengthened.’ (Huybrecht, et al., 2018)

‘Urban regeneration is a policy area which has been 
dominated by property development and economic forces, 
and is therefore relatively ignored as an element of social 
policy.’ (Ginsburg, 1999)

Business:
• Corporations
• Traders
• Consultancies
• ‘External Actors’

Government:
• Members of Parliament/MEP
• Borough/District Council
• Town/Parish Council
• Mayor’s Office

Public:
• Private individuals
• Residents of the landscape
• Electorate
• Consumers
• Tax Payers
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‘...a key role for social efficacy is
played by projects’ capacity to
elicit the commitment of residents
through inclusive cultural
participation, as opposed to
instrumental top-down initiatives
mainly addressing city and
neighbourhood branding and
real estate marketing purposes.
(Ferilli, et al., 2016)

‘Perhaps due to the loss of
confidence in major institutions,
a distinctly more people-based
approach to regeneration has
been developing. Genuinely
community-led, it seeks to
address physical, social and
economic change, inequality and
general wellbeing.’ (Sim, 2015)

Ecosystem

Green Veining Urban 
streets to provide 

sustainable development

“One World”

“Combining nature reserves with small 
semi-natural elements (green veining) may 
improve the persistence of plant and animal 
species in fragmented landscapes.... Using a 
zoning principle where green veins surround 
and connect nature reserves, the different 
spatial and habitat preferences of species can 
be secured.” (Grashof-Bokdam, 2009)

“Urban ecotourism and urban rewilding 
may form a sustainable transition path for 
both tourism and urban wilderness... using 
the social-ecological-technological systems 
(SETs) framework and transition theory to 
describe the transformations of the site from 
its pre-wasteland stage to rewilding and 
recreation and lately niche development of 
urban ecotourism.” (Kaae, 2019)

 “...biophilic design and planning 
promote connectedness with nature 
and are positively related to pro-
environmental and more sustainable 
values and behaviors.” (Totaforti, 2020)

Society

Econom
ic

“Cities are becoming worse for 
their human inhabitants, who 
benefit from contact with na-
ture, and losing out on the vital 
ecosystem services that urban 
greenery provides.” (Moxon, 
2019)

“Reducing this disease burden 
may be aided by the ecological 
restoration of microbiota and their 
habitat in urban green spaces—a 
process termed microbiome 
rewilding. Microbiome rewilding 
could serve as a mechanism 
to increase urban exposure to 
biodiversity” (Mills, 2020)
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Northampton Sandstone
(Watling Reclaimation, 2021)

CorTen Steel
(Pinterest, 2021)

Urban Modern Street Furniture
(Marshalls, 2021)

Smooth Concrete Pillar
(Fubiz, 2021)

Flagstone Paving
(Tobermore, 2021)

MATERIALS STRATEGY
The material strategy is to reflect and celebrate the architectural 
qualities and materials used across the town. From the extruded 

concrete of the Express Lift Tower to the local Iron Sandstone 
bedrock, which many buildings of architectural note are 

constructed from.

Also, contemporary public space materials should be used to 
enable to design to have a quality that places it in the modern 
age, which will demonstrate the forward-looking nature of the 
project.These include concrete plank pavers and corten steel.
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Planting Strategy

The planting strategy is designed to provide the highest value 
for nature - from spring and summer flowers for pollinators 
to dryed leaves, stems and seed heads for birds and small 
mammals to use for foraging and structure. The planting 

will most comprise herbaceous perennials and grasses, with 
trees and flowering shrubs providing seasonal interest and 
architectural structure in autumn through to early spring. 

Seasonal floral displays will be boosted through bulb 
planting, which will mainly provide early spring interest, prior 

to the herbaceous plants growth.

The planting will be managed with a soft hand, to allow for 
the space to evolve over time, species to self seed where they 
were not specified to go and for the species implemented to 

respond to the site conditions. 

DETAIL AREA

DESIGN STRATEGIES
REGREEN the town centre with GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
  Create a ‘WALKING TOWN’ with key pedestrian links
Develop a NETWORK of URBAN GREEN VEINS to reduce CO2, 
urban heat & habitat fragmentation
      INCREASE TREE COVERAGE across the site
 Target POLLINATING INSECT population increases
  Use ECOSYSTEM SERVICES to give value to the local community

DESIGNED STREET TYPOLOGIES
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Elevated Greened Platform

Market Square

Specimen Tree
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Pedestrian Bridge over Rain Garden
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Retained Architecture
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