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A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME
Using adaptive heritage sites to create a sense of place and community cohesion
Heritage assets within urban settings are becoming overshadowed and more frequently lost, 
due to urban sprawl and population growth. An unawareness of these sites can lead to a 
dwindling appreciation of the heritage of a town, causing a loss of identity and sense of place. 
Raising awareness of this heritage, through creating adaptive heritage sites and improving the 
connectivity between the sites will help to provide community cohesion and re-discover a sense 
of place for the stakeholders. 

SITE CONTEXT
Eastern quarter of High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire

The largest town in Buckinghamshire, High Wycombe is home to a diverse 
community of 76,000 residents (Buckinghamshire County Council, 2011). Sitting 
equidistant between London and Oxford, the commuter town is served by the 
Chiltern Railway line, connecting Birmingham to London Marylebone. 
The historic core of the town is protected by a conservation area, which houses key 
heritage sites, including many listed buildings and ruins: Key sites being the Brunel 
Engine shed, St John the Baptist hospital, the Pann mill, The Rye, and the historic 
market square and Georgian high street.

THEORY
Palimpsest theory and sense of place are key to the success of promoting community cohesion 
within High Wycombe. A strong sense of place allows for an individual to create a strong bond 
to an area (Williams et al., 1992 cited in McEwen Genson et al., 2010, p. 21), which will be 
exacerbated by the revelation of the town’s heritage among the people, through the change 
of focus within the landscape to incorporate planting and improved socially driven experiences 
with the existing heritage; Revealing the forgotten to the attention of the public, applying 
Palimpsest and urban design theory (Powell, 2008, pp. 6 and 7; Waldheim, 2016, pp. 3 and 4). A 
shared awareness from the community will spark a common interest, encouraged through the 
application of new gathering spaces and pocket parks within the design.

The masterplanned area aims to better connect the heritage elements within the Eastern 
Quarter of High Wycombe. This connection is suggested by material use, plant use, and a 
repeating theme of ‘train tracks’ to reiterate the Wycombe station as the ‘hub’ and ‘gateway’ 
for the town and scheme. The planting of avenues will represent the concept and encourage  
movement towards the gathering spaces, by increased frequency in planting towards The 
Market Square and The Brunel Engine Shed.

STRATEGIES

Planting 
Create rhythm, through creation of new green spaces and the use of a limited palette of 
planting, to draw people around the town centre, championing seasonal change and sustainable 
drainage (SuDs).

Material
Unify the area by using consistent motifs and a limited palette of materials, creating 
opportunities to highlight and emphasise the key heritage sites in the area.

Typologies
Use three typologies (gathering spaces, planted avenues, and pocket parks) to implement a 
more walkable route, which encourages interaction between different groups of the community 
and between users and the town heritage.

CONCEPT

Exponential Rhythm

Recognising the need for the implementation of rhythm to carry visitors around the town, and 
towards the unforgotten heritage sites, a concept was derived from the constant sound of the 
locomotive, a key part of the towns industrial heritage, with a keen focus on the Doppler Effect 
(the apparent change of pitch as a moving object travels towards the listener (NASA, 2020)). 
Using a growing rhythm, and the Doppler Effect, to generate a pattern to show the increasing 
intensities in the avenue planting, and create a direction. 

CHALLENGES
The heritage assets in the Eastern Quarter of High Wycombe are currently not easily walkable 
from the Wycombe station, lacking a connectivity in the area, or a sense of purpose at some of 
the sites; Namely the St John the Baptist Hospital Ruin, and the Brunel Engine Shed. There is also 
a lack of Publicly accessible green space within a walkable distance of the Engine Shed and Train 
station; Wycombe district council have identified the need to improve their green spaces, and 
the connectivity of these spaces, to encourage wider use by more communities (Public Health 
England, 2020, p. 37).  

‘Commutes are changing relationships to cities’ (Bissell, 2015, p. 3).

Also, commuting creates a temporary community; A community of approximately two million 
people pass briefly through the Wycombe station each year (Buckinghamshire Business first, 
2017). This community is not cohesive, due to a lack of nodal space, and are largely unaware of 
the heritage in High Wycombe. 

Wycombe District Council are working to regenerate, and improve, the town centre, focusing on 
integration of new connections, developing new public spaces, and investing in the historic core and 
surrounding space. Key focus is on the Easton street/ High street connection, improving the balance 
between car and pedestrian access, and the user experience (Wycombe District Council and David 
Lock Associates, 2004).  With an aim to create a gateway to High Wycombe with the refurbishment of 
the Brunel Engine shed, which sits within the grounds of the train station.

This design will use three typologies to tackle the highlighted issues in High 
Wycombe town centre. The typologies, gathering spaces, pocket parks, and planted 
avenues, will be implemented to create a connected trail around the conservation 
area. 

Creating a destination to draw visitors 
to spaces of rich heritage, and to allow 
for communities to socialise.

‘Community heritage 
hub’

Betula pendula (Silver Birch) 
grove 

Fagus sylvatica (Common 
Beech) trees to reflect the 
Chair making industry

Sunken train turntable swale, 
with a raised central board 
walk

COR-TEN track motif with 
deck path leading to a deck 
boardwalk

Crataegus monogyna (Common 
Hawthorn) representing native species 
and providing seasonal interest

Silver granite cobble block paving across the 
market square.
A border of impermeable paving with a fall to 
take water away from the historic buildings,  
and towards the permeable paving which flows 
to the sunken swale.

SUNKEN SWALE PLANTING PLAN
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Liquidambar 
styraciflua 
‘Worplesdon’ 
(Sweet gum)

Cornus sanguinea 
(Common Dogwood)

Hydrangea 
aborescens 
‘Annabelle’ 
(Hydrangea 
‘Annabelle’)

Hydrangea aborescens 
‘Annabelle’ 
(Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’)

Lavendula x 
intermedia ‘Grosso’ 
(Lavendar ‘Grosso’)

Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Zebrinus’ (V) 
(Zebra Grass)

Prunus x 
subhirtella 
‘Autumnalis 
Rosea’ (Winter 
flowering cherry 
‘Rosea’)

Hydrangea 
aborescens 
‘Annabelle’ 
(Hydrangea 
‘Annabelle’)

Lavendula x 
intermedia ‘Grosso’ 
(Lavendar ‘Grosso’)
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Gabion benches, with feature 
COR-TEN ‘frames’ infront of 
the guildhall and pepperpot
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The Little Market 
House ‘Pepperpot’

The Guildhall

LIGHTING SCHEME
To mimic the train track motif, and provide a night programme, LED strip lighting will create a 
clear path for visitors and commuters from the station to use. There will also be spot lights by 
the gabion benches, to encourage a safe atmosphere, and maintain a walkable route.

RAILWAY CARPARK POCKET PARK
DAY AND EVENING PROGRAMME

Key
Listed buildings and buildings 
of local significance

Stopping points strategically placed to 
promote walkability, and create spaces 
to view historic buildings.

‘Refuge to accent local 
heritage’

Connective routes which utilise 
seasonality and vistas to encourage 
year-round interest in the area.

‘Dynamic connected 
views’


